
 
 

Welcome to the final Secondary and Post 16 newsletter for this academic year!  

 

At the end of what has been a year like no other, we would like to thank absolutely 

everyone who has contributed to the South Yorkshire Maths Hub. The level of 

determination that you have all shown us is inspiring.  

 

This year we have still had an outstanding amount of engagement as 188 schools and 

319 teachers have participated in work groups, this is a real testament to the work of 

colleagues and the increasing reach of the Maths Hub.  

 

We hope to come back in the new school year to some kind of ‘normality’. We are 

excited to begin brand new national programmes, run Work Groups and most 

importantly keep working with schools all around the region.  

 

We will be circulating more information regarding Work Groups once we are back after 

Summer. 

 

From everyone here at the South Yorkshire Maths Hub, we wish you all a great summer 

break, and hope that you all have the opportunity to properly rest and recharge. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank You! 

 

As we look forward to a very well earned break over the summer, it is also an 

opportunity to reflect on what we have achieved this year. This was the essence of our 

recent conference ‘Review, Reimagine, Reignite’ Where we welcomed almost 300 

participants to hear from Debbie Morgan, Simon Cox , Gareth Metcalfe, Hannah 

Stoten and our Advocate Head teachers, who shaped our thoughts on prioritization 

and moving forward to support the teaching and learning of mathematics. 

Here at South Yorkshire Maths Hub, we aim to meet the needs of the schools we 

support in Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield to be able to share current 

developments and practice. 
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It has been a pleasure to read some of the comments from the evaluations to reflect all 

of the hard work from the work group leads and schools. We are so proud of our Hub 

and are happy to work with so many passionate and dedicated colleagues.  

Please see below for some of the comments and if you know a school that is not yet 

benefitting from one of our programmes, please ask them to get in touch 

admin@symathshub.org.uk  

 

‘‘Found sessions useful and excellent to hear from fellow professionals. The feedback, 

guidance and challenge has been superb - perfectly pitched and constructive at all 

times.’’ 

NCETM - Secondary Mastery Specialist Programme  

 

‘‘I have found the sharing of resources to be a huge benefit as I can then see how the 

theory works in a set of questions or examples. I have also found the deeper thinking 

around certain topics as some ways of teaching certain subjects are things that I 

wouldn’t have thought of myself and it is invaluable being able to share these.’’ 

 

NCETM - Secondary Mastery Specialist Programme  

 

 

Information and Updates 

 

New Checkpoints diagnostic activities will soon be available from the NCETM, along 

with associated professional development for teachers of Year 7. Checkpoints are 

classroom activities that will help teachers assess the understanding students have 

brought with them from primary school, and suggest ways to address any gaps that 

become evident.  

 

To support effective transition this year, Maths Hubs are offering a project exploring 

Years 5-8 Continuity. This opportunity is open to primary and secondary schools: linked 

‘families’ of schools are encouraged to take part. 

 

South Yorkshire Maths Hub are continuing to recruit primary schools for a new large-

scale national programme designed to ensure that pupils in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2 develop strong early ‘number sense’. Participation in Mastering Number will 

provide schools with resources for daily maths teaching, and involve high quality 

professional development for teachers. 

 

To learn more about national teaching for mastery programmes and other CPD 

available from the Maths Hubs Network, visit What Maths Hubs are doing. 

 

mailto:admin@symathshub.org.uk
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/checkpoints
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/maths-hubs-projects/years-5-8-continuity/
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/mastering-number
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/maths-hubs/what-maths-hubs-are-doing/


Secondary and Post 16 Work Groups 2021-22 – Still Time to Sign Up!  

We still have some places available for Secondary and Post 16 Work Groups for 

2021/22.  

 

Remember that all of our Work Groups are FREE to join and some programmes will even 

mean your school benefiting from government funding. Click on the titles to find out 

more! 

 

Secondary Subject Leadership Work Groups  

 

To support to secondary heads of department/subject leaders, to enable a better 

understand and implementation of teaching for mastery approaches across their 

department, and to develop in their role as leaders of both pupil learning and teacher 

professional development.  

 

 

Mathematical Thinking for GCSE Work Groups  

 

The focus of this Work Group is to support teachers in developing their understanding of 

mathematical thinking as it relates to problem-solving and reasoning, using practical 

task types to explore what it means for pupils to get better at mathematical thinking 

and what this looks like in the classroom. It is designed to support teachers of KS4 maths 

who wish to further develop their pedagogical and theoretical understanding of what 

it means to develop mathematical thinking, and practical classroom strategies to 

explore these ideas.  

 

 

Years 7-11 Coherence Work Groups  

 

This Work Group focuses on teachers working together to analyse, deconstruct and 

trace through the curriculum a selected key topic area, developing insight into 

effective teaching approaches, and considering the implications for longer term 

curriculum design.  

 

 

Years 5-8 Continuity Work Groups  

 

To strengthen the transition from primary to secondary school by focussing on 

curriculum and pedagogical continuity over Years 5 to 8. Central to the Work Group is 

the promotion of cross phase communication between teachers to address issues of 

maths knowledge and learning transition as distinct from pastoral considerations.  

 

 

Supporting Post-16 GCSE Resit Work Groups  

 

Post-16 GCSE resit pedagogy to support Covid recovery Work Groups will explore 

effective ways of teaching key content to GCSE resit students, and effective ways of 

working with teachers of post-16 resit GCSE in the context  

 
 

https://www.symathshub.org.uk/secondary-subject-leadership-work-g
https://www.symathshub.org.uk/mathematical-thinking
https://www.symathshub.org.uk/years7-11coherenceworkgroups
https://www.symathshub.org.uk/y5-8-continuity
https://www.symathshub.org.uk/gcse-resits


New to teaching Core Maths Programmes  

 

The purpose of this Work Group is to support teachers, who are new to teaching Core 

Maths, in developing specialist knowledge for teaching Core Maths and to increase 

their confidence in teaching the course. The focus on Core Maths subject knowledge 

and pedagogy will be based on these six key themes which are common to all the 

Core Maths specifications:  

 

 Using contextualised problem-solving  

 Applying Fermi estimation and modelling  

 Developing critical analysis  

 Making sense of finance  

 Using the pre-release materials  

 Exploring statistics.  

 

Technology and online teaching will be underlying themes throughout the programme.  

 

 

Secondary Early Career Teachers - Specialist Knowledge for the Teaching of 

Mathematics Communities  

 

This Work Group is designed to support Early Career Teachers (teachers in their first two 

years of teaching).  

 

The aim of this community is to work deeply on one area of maths, drawing in the 

associated pedagogy, and will include lesson analysis and lesson design  

 
 

 

 

 

Contacts 

If you are interested in finding out more about your school’s options please do get in 

touch. 

 
Vicki John Lewis (Maths Hub Lead) – vjohnlewis@symathshub.org.uk  

Michelle Knott (Primary Lead) – m.knott@ecmtrust.co.uk 

Tara Webster (Maths Hub Coordinator) – admin@symathshub.org.uk  

Kim Fox (Acting Secondary Lead) – k.fox@stwacademy.com 

Clair Horner (Acting Secondary Lead) - chorner@cliftonschool.org 
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https://www.symathshub.org.uk/sktm-secondaryearlycareer
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mailto:m.knott@ecmtrust.co.uk
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Data Privacy  

Newsletter registration 
We collect and hold data of individuals who have registered to receive e-newsletters we send as part of our role in coordinating the 
South Yorkshire Maths Hub. The date includes name, school and email address. This data is used solely for distribution of 
newsletters and Hub related communication and is not shared. Personal data held for the distribution of newsletters will be retained  
until such point that you contact us to request that we remove your data from this list. 
If you have any questions or concerns around our privacy policy please contact admin@symathshub.org.uk or data@notredame-
high.co.uk 
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